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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
Te run a-muck and tilt al all I meet, 
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FORGERY OF BANK NOTES,.—No. 4. 


--- 


Yes—we will trace THE IAG intonmNER DEN ! 
And scare her there—and make her ireimnhie there! 


SHAKSPEARE parodied, 


‘© A mercantile establishment, in the course of business, received a 
“* one pound note, from the BANK oF ENGLAND, stamped ‘* FORGED :”’ 
‘but relying ou the correctness of their own judgment in the matter, 
‘they sentit back tothe Bank, persisting that it wasa gucd, and valid 
‘‘note. The Bank thereupon replied—* on RE-inspeclion, it appears to 
‘She a GENUINE NOTE! and therefore I incluse you one of the SAME VA 
“pug. —Birmingham Chronicle, Sept. 22, 1818. 





—— 


HAD this note been found in the possession of a person of 
indifferent general character, or had he heen detected in the 
attempt to pass it, itis more than probable he would have 
been hanged, or transported. His ** yudgment’’? could never 
have been placed in competition with the **yudgment of 
the Bank.’ [is asseverations would have been despised 
at the ** Bank,’’ disregarded by the Judge, and neglected 
by the Jury. ‘The ** Bank Clerk’’* would have sworn it 





* The uncerlainty which must prevail at the Bank, with regard 
to the validity of signatures, will be rendered very evident hy the 
following statement, which has been transmitted to the Editor. 

Sin,—Among anamber of one pound notes, which 1 received, 
I observed one purporting to be signed by an old clerk of mine. 
The hand-writing appeared quile different from his usual signature; 

and from his sicnature on other notes of the Bank of E: igland. 
I was induced to send to his brother, who is clerk toa neigh- 
bour of mine, to know if the signature was really his bro- 
ther’s, or uot. He ioformed me it was ; that his brother, hav- 
ing so many néoleslo sign in a day, had altered his signature ; 
and had been had in before the Directors in consequence of 
such alteration; but on his representation that he could not 
sign so many ina dcy with the old signature, they had desired hi.n 
lv continue the new one. 

Now, Sir,—if Bank clerks are to change their signature, aflera 
lapse of 20 years, aud adopt new ones, itis possible they may be de- 
ecived i the new signature ; and in giving evidence against a per- 
soa prosecuted by the Bank, might unintentionally swear the sig- 
nature notto be theirs. At alle events, it leaves the public open 
to much uncertainty —as to the signature of the Bank of England 
notes, and should make Juries very cautious how they receive 
evidence. In fact, they ought not to be satisfied without a fair 
comparison of other notes, sizned by the same clerk, and his sign- 
lug his name in their presence on paper for them to forma fair 
judgment. The Judge has no right to influence the mind of the 
Jury by any observations. The jury is to be satisfied, aud if not 
satisfied, and that most fully—they should acquit the prisoner. It 
surely mere prudent to spare a jife that may be amended, than | 
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L only wear itin «land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supercargees, Sharpers, and Diricters. Pork. 





a forgery; and the “ Bauvk Solicitor’? would have been 
complimented for his “humanity,” if he requested the poor 
fellow to plead guilty to the minor offence, and be con/ent 
» with transportation for only fourteen ye cars! No protesta- 
tious of innocence would have been listened to. All en. 
quiry would have been ‘*cut short,’? by the ipse dixit of 
the * Bank Clerk,’? and the ‘¢ gudhority’’ of the Court. 
The previous impression of bad character would console the 
Jury for their verdict ; and the poor friendless wretch, if x 
certain Judge had presided, might have been requested to re- 
turn God thanks for the dentty of his prosecutors. 

Law is said to be the ** perfection of reason !"’ The sta- 
tues then relative to forgery, are nof law, and their enforce. 
ment is injustice. ‘Dhat LIP d should be sacrificed withou? 
the proof of ally guilt-—without the posstbility of pros 
being given*—is an atrocity that would shame the degés/a-. 
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to sacrifice an innocent one, from an a pear ‘eat prudenee, or tha 
recommendation of a Judge, to cover the circulation of paper ot 
an individual or a public body. fam, Sir, 
Yours, &e. 
Chancery-lane, Oct. 1, 18138. WwW. 


* In support of this assertion, read the following remarks of an 
intelligent correspondent, upon a point uot touched upon before 

Sin—I have read all that you have written in the Buacn Dwar: 
on the.subject of convictions for ullering and jiossessing forged 
notes; and there is one point that has escap ed your notice, to 
which [ beg to call your attention. 

The ullerance or possession of forged Rank noles are acts, not is 
themselves criminal in the eye of the law; uniess connected with a 
GUILTY KNOWLEDGE Of the notes being forged. 

The indictment, therefore, charge sall persons, put upon their trial 
for these offences, with circulating or possessing wotes, they wens 
KNOWING THE S&ME TO BN FORGED. This is the crime: s and, if i 
were on a jury, | should require something more from the prose- 
cutors than proof of the notes bene jorg ed, and wdlerance or pos- 
session; T would wot convict without proor of Guitty KNow- 
LEDGE, in wW hich alone the crime consists. 

The most innocent men ia the nation may, and have, possessed 
and ullered forged notes; and who knows but énaecent persons may 
have suffered death or transporialion +0 these acts?) However tists 
may be, this much ts certain, that every in¢ livicual convicted merety 
on proof of the notes being for ged, ee of having wtlercd or possessed 
them, has been convicte d without any evidence atallbeing adduced 
as to the oxty Fact tuat ought to dveide the Jury io giving their 
verdict. 

On this ground, the Jury at Carnarvon acted rightly in eget 
ting the drover, who was arraigned | before them for these offer 

It appears, fromthe newspaper reports, thet there was an abundance 
of evidence to prove wllerance au | possession; acts in themselves 
innocent; bul not a shadvw of evidence to prove that he kaew 
the neles were forged, and which srowledge alone would make 
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dion, though it might be common to the cayrice of - lviers. 
Such a proposition enforced by the * dass of Maglaind,” 
cannot indeed disgrace the mass of absurdity so desig wated— 
but it degrades the people below the standard of ik deots. who 
silently acquicsce in its appearance, ‘The ignorance and the 
cupidity of the Bauk seem to correspond: and its frequent 
calls fur blood ought to be regarded as the ravings of a 
maniac who would be satisfied with nm: ces Short of human 
flesh to satiate his appetite. The Bank is here spoken ofas 
the mere creature of the Borough despotism, which having 

eaten up the fational prosperily, is reduced to the necess ity 
of consummating its horrid character, by punishment with. 
out utility, and slaughter without object. The ** Bank” 
is only anick-name, to divert the atiention of the people, 
from a system of which the ‘* bank? is only one of 
the fangs. ‘Take away the credit which is uominaliy given 
to the Bank as a part of the system, and the paper 
pagoda falls to the ground. Destroy the silly idea, that the 
Bank issues paper, to heard fs gold, or out of a mere 
regard to the public conventence. Convince the ignorant, 
that it has no hoard—budé ef paper — that it has only the re. 
gister of wealth in its books, which it can never realize. 
Let it be known that © the Ban’, has only been the in. 
strument in the hands of the borough.emengers, as a medium 
by which the real property of the country could be more 
easily collected into the treasury—that for surrendering 
what bullion it had into the hands of a minister for foreign 
warfare, ** the Bank,” has obtained the liberty of issuing ifs 
paper promises for substantial wealth, aud to indemnify 
jiself, at ils own price, forlending itself to the horrid system 
of which the paper bebble has been the principal support, 
Let this be known, and the nature of persecutions for the 
forgery and utterance of bank notes will be readily under. 
stood, [forgery must be prevented, if possible: or no one 
would take its pledges to pay, since the Bank has dés- 
Aoncsily refused to sustain the losses occasioned by forgeries 
which it prosecutes as beiag done wiih intent lo defraud the 
governors and company *° ofthe Bank of Fxglaad,’’? Should 
people decline to take the Bank bubbles, the faves could 
not be cobllected:—the standing army could not be maintain. 
ed:—the bayonets of a miszge aided suldicry could not be 
directed into the bowels of aa unoffending people :--a mock 
representation could net be supported:—a part of the most 
ignorant, the most wretched, aud the most wicked, could not 
he bribed to barter (heir own rights, and the rig his of iReir 
fellow men, for the debauchery of an hour:—the whole 
host of sinecurists and pensioners would be compelled to 
forego their unmerited wages of corruption,—and be reduced 
to the necessity of honest labour; ov if they must be quar. 
tered upon the charity of the labouring public, they must 
be compelled to put up. with the allowance of more deserv- 
ing paupers, unless they preferred begging through the streets 
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him criminal. Juries are sworn to give true verdicts, according to 
the evidence ; and it is not right that they shonld convict t where 
there is no evidence; or, which is the same thing, to infer or as- 
sue guilt on the part of the prisoner, merely because the evidence 
proves that the notes he ullered or possessed, were forged. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your's &c, 


Sepb. 20k 1818. BANQUO 
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for the alms of those who are more benevolent than diseri. 
minating :—these are sonte of the ferrible consequences to ba 
appre -hended frum the refusal of the people to ti ak € any ton. 
ge r the assurances of **the Lank,” alias the ministry, in eX. 
ra inge for the produce of their labour, their in: axe tint and 

heir property. To prevent such a dreadfiud catasiro she 
there are men who would hang helf tie nations and , uth | 
death ! denth ! would be thie general ciamour of the jute. 
rested leeches, whose share of the cbbing tide of dattona) 
vitality would be lessened, or destroyed, by the failure of 
the ** Hiag of Threadneedle street.?? All extremes destroy 
themselves, Even the extreme of health is death, ‘Pho 
Bank has cariied its operations toy far. ‘Phe silent sacri. 
fice of one or two victims was unperceived. The extent of 
the i nyustice (o the sufferer was lostin the ** ve Speckasilili 
of the ‘SS authority,?? to which he was sacrificed, Judes 
looked tothe law—i juries overlooked the reason of the case,— 
and the public eve was ‘blinded by the reverence which it 
dluays pays to existing authoritics, while they preserve the 
semblance of hu manity and justice in their proceedings, 
When mieery became more gencral, the consequences of the 
iniquity of the system fell more heavily upon all ranks of 
society. Unmorited adversity inereased the numbers of 
those who wore liable to temptation ;—and the facility of 
forsery, and the utterance of forged notes, have mullipli dl 
the forfeiture of offence beyond the hope of any but more 
mischievous consequences, from the operation of the ab-urd 
and criminal protection, whicl the system had devised fog 
iself, [tis nowimpossible to carry the law into fudl efecd— 
and if any escape—there is the nove for all and those who 
are executed are sacrificed (o private revenge, and nat to 
public gastice. The present system, unhapnily, has no re. 
ference (o any thing, but to its own suppor’; to argue with 
its abettors. is as useless as to reason with an enthusiast. 
Others, who are the dupes of the professed respectability 
and responsibility of the bank, may pause before they even 
gileails permit themselves to be implicated in acquiescence 
toaiaw, so unmercifully destitute of all the reasons on 
which justJaws should he founded, All prosecution is carried 
on to protect the Bank??’—all the oficnce is against ** the 
Bank,’ and the punishment is inflicted to oblige ‘°° the 
Bank? while tf suffers nothing from the offence, aud fakes 
no sational means of p srecaution, or prove ition. The Rank 
is angry atan insult, which cosis ¢ nothing, unless it be 
stupid enough not to know its own flimsy ware. And if it 
should pay a few bad notes, it can make beth ends meet, as 
the old proverb has it, by refusing to ray good ones, and 
the balance is kept perfectly clear. Yet the Hunk? is 
angry, °* the Bank, ig insulted, ‘the Bank,” being the 
bantling of the system, must be ‘protected, anil jusiice is 
kicked aside, to make room for useless, perverfed, unneccse 
sary, aid rev ranges! LAW! 

Lawyers in past ages were nut so impudent as they have 
recently grown, All successful fravad gives an Wega ance 
to the parties swho succeed, and they take their stations ac. 
cordingly in the estim ation of the world. Blacksicne was as 
much of a@courtier, that is of @ kde, as the genius of the 
age would permit, Bot he was shiiees to co . a his hma. 


very to his practice ; he dare not avew itin his chearyoflaw. 
He knew on whet criminal law ought to be founded; and 
not having directly received a fee to conceal his knowledge, 
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to frame the pretenied laws 


justice, 
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(most unfortunate): 
sufficiently fo justi! 
these words :--** {| 
6 criminal law, v 
¢ the legislature in 


‘or those who reverence precedent 
vurder) he has given his opinion in 
ecoportion to the @mportance of the 
also to be the care and affention of 
sroperly forming and enforcing it. It 
“should be founded upon principles that are nermanent, 
Suniform, and uni orsal, and always conformable to the 
66 dictates of truth and justice, the feelings of humanity, and 
‘the indelible rights of mankind.” 
Now no cere whatever—no attention has been bestowed 
in question. <A mere experi. 
ment originally, in devance of the wisdom of Solon, to as- 
certain Whether the murdering edicts of Draco were corres- 
pondent with the sentiments of Englishmen in the eighteenth 
century ;—the system has been pursued in despite of the 


positive evidence of tis failure, in despite of the proof that | 


the Law has eEncreAsrp the orrence, while no means have 
been taken to render the offence more diflicult to commit. 
{s the law then properly framed? An ideot would be in- 
sulted by sucha question. I[t has been found so horrid in 
its consequences that the ender hearts of the Fecordcer, the 
Bank Solicitor, and the twelve judges have so much revolted 
at its execution, that they have compounded ox suffered to 
be compounded, even felony, to prevent its operation, 
in defiance of the statute which renders them for sach 
conduct, liable to a severe penalty! Is this properly 
enforcing the law? ‘The very prosecutors are obliged to 
usurp the prerogative of the king, that of pardoning those 
who are guilty, to avoid lacerating what feelings they have 
left, by the execution of a barbarous edict! Where is the 
legislature? In the breeches pocket of the minister! 
Where is the Minister? Dancing among the royal-brood 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, and paying more than sixteen hundred 
pounds a month for @ holed, to vival royal extravagance and 
imitate royal folly :—while perhaps some of those who are 
hanged or transported for forgery, have been reduced to 
the crime, by the pressnre of the taxation which the mi- 
nister has imposed—and in the resulis of which the minister 
and his myrmidons nigitty revel, without bestowing a 
thought on the couseque neces, Where are the permanent, 
uniform, and untversaé principles, which dictate DEATH in 
the punishment of forgery to some—w hile transportation is 
the award of others ? “Hay vw are the dictates of truth, and 
tre feelings of humanity, and the indelible rights 
of manicind consulted ? By conviction without preafs of gail 
leading victims by scoves to the scaffold, at the polite re. 
quest of the Solicitor of the Bank, that the word may be 
taken of clerks who do not know their own signatures—or 
on the assertion of parties who are such exquisite judges. as 
to refuse good, andpay bad notes ? 

“ Public wrongs?’—adds the Judge, and 
Violation of the public rights, and dutics due to the whole 
commnanity , considered as & cowmunity, in its soelal agre. 
gale capacity.’ 

flow then dares the Bank Solicitor, 
place of the whole community, as a people, of the whole 
fecistatnre asthe government? how dares he prcsnine to 
decide for them, after they lave decided for themselves? 
Liow dares he to treat the offence against ibe whale conmonu. 
Mify, asan offence against au andévidual only : and exrdend 


are a breach 


(o put himse/f in the 


ifand the ae. 


or dinedd che law, as iit related only to hime 
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cused?) Whenee did he derive this emnipoience 2? and 


whence came the favor of the Judge to countenance this 
perversion of the law, from pubdiec * justice to priévafle re. 
venge? Ft is easy to foresce, that if this continue the 
practice, the people will see ‘nothing iu the laws buta 
system of grit vduad re vense, sanctione dl by a pretended re. 
gard to the public interest. 

*¢‘The laws proceed on the principle, that forging and 
uttering Bank of England notes cannot be prevented by any 
punishment less severe than death, But expoticace shows 
the erroneousness of this opinion, because in several En. 
ropean states, where the punishment of death is never in. 
flicted but for the most atrocious crimes, these lesser ollences 
are very rare; while in England, where they are punished 
with death, we see them every day committed. When, in 
the reign of Henry VILL. so many criminals were executed, 
that their numbers were computed to amount to 2000 a year, 
crimes seemed to multiply vw th the number of exceutions.”’ 
So dreadful a list of crimes,’ say Me. Justice Blackstone, 
after having Jamented that they were ro numerous, ** instead 
of diminishing, INCREASES the NUMBER Of OFFENDERS” 

Nor is this a phenomenon very difficult to be accounted 
for; in proportion as these spectacles are frequent, the im- 
pression Which they make upon the public is fagné ; the efiect 
of the example is lost; and the blood of many citizens is 
spilt, without any benefit to mankind. But this is not all; 
the frequent exhibition of these horrid scenes cannot be in- 
different; if they do not reforin, ¢hey must corrupt. The 
spectators become familiarized with bloodshed; they learn 
to Jook upon the destruction of a fellow creature with un. 
feeling indifference. They think, as the law teaches them 
to think, that the /*fe of a fellow citizen is of ditlle value ; 
and they imagine they see revenge sanctioned by the é wis. 
lature ; for to what other motive can they ascribe the intlic- 
tion of the severest punishment for the slightest injurics ; 
and where the character of a people is depraved, crimes 
must be frequent and atrocious.* 

*¢ Every punishment which does not ariso from absolute 
necessity,’’ says the great Montesquicu, °* is tyrannical,” 

Beccaria says—** The laws only can determine the punish. 
ment of ciimes, and the authorify of making penal laws car 
only reside with the fegislator, wha represents the whole 
society, united by the sacial compact.” 

Yet the Bank solicitor supercedes the legislature and the 
laze! 

‘© Crimes,”’ says Beccaria, 
the injury done to society.” 

‘ Puni hment,”? savs the same writer, ‘1s to deter frorm 
the commission of crimes, and the mode of inflicting them 
ouzht to be chosen as will make the strongest impression on 
the minds of others, with the least torment to the body of 
the crinsimal,’’ 

bf ** crimes are onty to be measured by the injury done te 

society,” ts rot hanging for forgery —or ultering notes, @ 
SAVANE Mul der . 

if -* punishment is to deter,” isit not a@ useless murder, 
since it excites wothing but pity four the sutlerer--nothing 
but execration for the laws. 

Again, Beccaria,—** Tf pum ery 


*Sare only to be measured by 
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* Observations on Thoughts on Paccative Jastice, p. SO, 
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men are naturally led to the perpetration of other crimes 
to avoid the punishment due to the airst. Thecouniries and 
rintes most notcriaus for severity of puntshments were 
always those in which the most bloody and tnuhuman actions, 
and ihe most notortons crimes were conmitted. For tue 
JIAND OF THE LEGISLATOR AND THE ASSASSIN WERE DIRECT- 
ED BY THE SAME sPiRIT FERUCITYS WHICH ON THE 
THRONE Cicidied laws of irar tu slaves and sovages,andin 
privdte tv siza’ed the subject tu sacrifice one tyrant to make 
recom for another. 

‘Shu proportion as the punishments become more cruel, 
the minds of men, as atluid rises to the same height as that 
Which surrounds if, grow hardened and insensible ; and thie 
force of the passions still coatinuing, in the course of a cen. 
tury the wheelterrijies no more than formerly did (he prison. 

‘* Human nature is limited no less in evil than in good. 
Excessive barbarity in ihe punishment of crimes, can never 
be more than temporary, it being impossible that it should 
be supported by a permanent system of legislation ; for if 
the laws betvo crucl they must be eltered, or anarchy and 
tind impunity will succeed,”? 

** The punishment of a crime eannot be just, if the dais 
have not endeavoured to prevent that crime by the best 
means which times and circumstances allow.”’ 

{lave the laws done this in relation to Bank notes ? They 
have done nothing! Has the Bank dene its part? Yes, 
certainly, ithas hanged a great many to shew its justice— 
and (ransported more, to shew its mercy 

‘¢ 'l'o prevent crimes, liberty must be attended with know. 
ledge.’ 

If lhave a guinea offered mein payment, I can judge of 
ifs goodness by its colour, by its size, by the workmanship, 
by its weight: here the legislature has taken care to fur. 
fiish the means of detection. It has ordered that it shall be 
made of gold of a certain fineness ; and no other metal be. 
ing so heavy, it cannot be counterfeited, and passed as gaod 
‘vithout the neglect of the person who takes it. Not so the 
Bank : it makes its notes in so common a way, that any one 
may tmitate them ; it refuses to give any criterion by which 
forged notes may be distinguished ; Its notes are made a 
legal tender: it compels you to takethem 5 and it refuses to 
pay the ainount ef your loss, if you take bad ones. ‘Thus it 
robs the pnblic itself, and hangs all who wish to join in its 
unhallowed trade. 

If instead of using the Bank as tts tool, the government 
issued the notes itse}f, it would long ere this have rendered 
the forgery of notes impossible, But the Bank being a 
company of nobody krows, and nobody cares, who---re- 
sponsible to nobody, has itself no care for any body ; and 
in its pride and iasolence, (hinks more of its oven gains, than 
of the dives of those whom it almost induces to altempta 
participation of its profits. 

The Bank vill not pay a forged note-.unless forged by 
iself! Look to the motto: It has, it will say, no means : 
it would be ail luss, &c. [Let it however be observed, that 
it gains more by noles which are by various means destroy- 
ed, than all the forgencs amount to. 

[n the last Police Report of the House of Commons, just 
delivered, the subject ef forgery makes a prominent feature 
of enquiry ; and here we have the inutility and cruelty of 
dhe punishment of death demonstrated from the best autho. 
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rity. Mr. Newman, the late keeper; Mr. Brown the pre. 
scut keeper: Dr. Ford, the late Ordinary ; Mer. Cotto. the 
present Ordinary ; aud others, all say distinctly, that oythin 
the prison and without, in the minds of all person, HANG. 
ING FOR FORGERY Is) LOOKED UPON Ag 
MURDER. ‘That in other cases, such as murder, house. 
breaking, &c. the criminal often confesses the j«:tness of 
his sentence. In cases of forgery, the criminal never ad. 
nits its justice. In cases of murder, Kc. the prisoners ig 
the gaol admit the justice of the sentence. In cases of 
forgery, never, 

In cases of murder, the populace who witness the execu. 
tion admit the justice of the sentence. Ln cases of robbery, 
of some sorts, they acquiesce: but in cases of forgery, there 
is but one sentiment, of commisseration, and pity for the 
criminal. He himself, the prisoners within, the populace 
without, all, all, execrate the law, all abhor the cruelty, all 
consider it murder, 

The witnesses say, your laws have made the whole body 
of the prisoners believe, that you value a sinall quantity of 
the property of one man, mere than you do the lite of ano. 
ther man; the terror of the law is destroyed, because it is 
seen to be vagust and cruel; and crimiuals are conssdered, 
and consider themselves mardyrs. 

Let us take an example from our brethren in America, 
Who in the wise and humane preamble to the act abolishing 
ths punishment of death in Pensylvania, say :— 

‘Ss Wiecreas the design of all punishment ts to prevent 
the commission of crimes, and to repair the injury that hath 
been don: thereby to society, or the individual, and tt hath 
been found by experience that these objecis are better ob. 
tained by imoderate than by severe and excessive punish- 
ments, And whereas tt ¢s the study of every government to 
reform, rather than exterminate offenders. The punish. 
ment of death ought never to be inflicted when it is not 
absolute/y necessary to the public safety.”’ 

Aud then it enacts, ** that no crime whatever, except 
murder of the first degree, shall be punished with death in 
the state of Pensylvania.”’ 

This law has now been in existence 24 years, during which 
period Philadelphia has received an immense increase of 
population, and has been inundated with all sorts of persons 
from every partof Kurope; and yetsays Mr. Bradford, the 
attorney.general of Pensylvania, ** more persons were tried 


for larcenies and burglaries while these offences were capt. 


fal, than since the punishment of death has been abolished.” 
Of the Philadelphia Prison and of its sumane laws, an accte 
rate observer of human nature observes, that so very dif. 
fercnt are the morals and manners of men, that in many 
European states, the prison would be withouc the walls, and 
innocence would take refuge within. In iruth. leh val and 
humane iastitutions eannot co-exist with tyrauay and moral 
debasement ; those who rule by the lash and the bayonet, 
have incapacitated themselves from en:ploying the golden 
weapous of humanity*.” 

That the fear of death has not prevented the commissions 
of forgery, even wken that fear was rendered more opet- 
ative, by the general severity with which the law was exe 


—— 


— 





A —_— 








* Travels in Canadaand Ualsed States. by Lient. Hall, 14tb Light 
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cuted was sufficiently evident in the copies presented to our 
readers inthe Dwanrer of last weck, of the returns made to 
the House of Commons, of the number and espence of pro. 
secutions, and the amount of the detected forgeries within 
the last few years.* And what can the fear of death effect 
now, When the Bank Solicitor is ashamed of pressing for 
the applica ton of the law?) All the pretence for continu. 
ing the absurd law is at anend. It drops dead from the 
haads of those who are appointed to enforce it. It has wi- 
thered upon the statute book ; and though it still holds its 
place there, it must be blown away by the breath of the 
public disapprobation, or left to rot with the rest of 
its barbarous fellows, obsolete, derided, and despised. 
But what then becomes of the Bank? Let the Bank look 
to that. The pubjic have no concern with the business of 
the bildame, ‘They will let her alone :—and ‘‘a quiet, 
easy death,’? is as much as can be hoped in her behalf. 
Already she has no credit of her own, If you present one 
of her tattered promises to atradesman, he demands your 
name. You must indorse the instrument, He knows 
where to find you, or thinks he does, and he will (rust you. 
He will vot (rust the Bank, even for twenty shillings. He 
knows where to find the Bank, it is true; bat he knows 
alsu that she will not pay bad notes, and he cannot dis. 
tinguish bad from good ; and the Bank cither wé/l not, or 
cannot, enable him. He docs not think of the Bank, or 
the security of the Bank, when he deals in its ragged asser- 
lions of payment upon demand, of what 7 can never pay at 
ail, but in paper; even if it will acknowledge its promises 
to be valid. When it has issued as many as it may please, 
who knows but ‘*éhe Bank clerks’? may declare them all 
to be forgeries 2. No Jaw could reach the Bank! Should 
this happen, however, the good people can still pass their 
paper from hand tu hand. ‘Their promises will be as good 
to one another as the promises of the Bank. John Nokes 
and Thomas Stiles are as respectable and well sounding sig. 
natures as ** Henry Hase for the Governors and Company 
ef the Bank of England!’ And the race of misers will be 
amply gratified, when they find they can purchase one pound 
notes fur less than a farthing a piece :— 
One torment more, poor avarice would find, 
Nor could profusion squander all in kind. 


If the directors or the legislature could be reached by 
reason, they shouid be most ardently addressed. But ava. 
tice is the worst of all vices; and vices that are pleasant and 
profitable at the same time, like stubborn habits. are not 
easily thrown aside. Long practice produces indifference, 
The public executioner strings up his victims more readily 





a 


The total number 
The detected forge- 
Again, the de. 


* Some errors were made in referring to the lists. 
ef forged notes, were given for the nominal value, 
rics in 1817 were stated at 31,180. instead of 37,035. 
tecied forgeries of the first quarter of 1818 were given at 9,613, in- 
stead of 11,682. The amount of the detected forgeries since 1812, were 


stated at 1S1,561. They should have been at least, given at 178,117, 


The number prosecuted in 1811, was 32, and the expence 7231. 12s. 6d. 
And at the dast Sessions, in September, there were FORTY prosecuted 
“the Old Builey only ! 
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than a boy of any mind wouid drown a kitten. Tis fee 
purchases him a very comfortable dinner, and a trull, and he 
sleeps contented, If overgratefal for more than ordinary 
business, he may thank Providence over an extra bottle, 
and toast the discrimination of the Jury in seeing the wants 
of an honest man, and the prosecutors and the judge for pro. 
viding them for him in so kindly amanner. And away he 
goes to bed. The juryman goes home rather dull —life is a 
serious thing—never mind—here wife, a glass! -it wasa 
very sad case, poor devil, but he must have died, and the 
judge said he deserved it—so come, bring up supper —they 
should, however, pay jurymen a little more handsomely for 
their trouble! The judge—but this is tender ground. He 
sits to administer the law by the eirection of the law con. 
trollers. The jury wipe his hands of all blame. He does 
not say he is guilty—in some cases he only hints so. His 
consolation is athand, The jury ovght to do their duty, 
It is their responsibility, not mine. They say he is guilty— 
they hang him, not me. What have I to fear if the poor 
wretch were innocent. He was very miserable - the band 
of want was heavy on him, and death must be quite a relief 
to him, poor fellow! T he prosecutors are better com-orted 
[p addition to doing their duty for the good of thetr country, 
they get their fees for the good of themsclves. If the Bank 
solicitor be a very humane man, he may shrug up his 
shoulders when he enters the dead account in his ledger ; 
but when he balances the account of death betwecn himself 
and the bank, the pounds, shillings, and pence are so much 
in his favour, that he may cheerfully compose his muscles 
and exclaim,—** Well, well, its all in the way of business. 
** Poor fellows, [ bore them ro animosity. I would as 
** soon transport them as hang them, 1 see there is no 
** great ditlerence in the expence! Well, well, after all 
* @ bill of twenty thousand pounds a quarter is no b. ul job! 
*¢ If the law be bad, let those wh» made it repeal ic. 1 dare 
** say I shall make as much by any other on the subject :— 
“© and if not, why, for humanity’s sake, 1 shall be very well 
** content with less. Yet while [can get it, | may as well 
‘have it as another! The Directors are still further re- 
moved. They only direct their servant to execute the law ? 
The Jaw is for their advantage. They will not quarrel with 
the law. It may be severe, but they did not make the law. 
The legislature is s¢?/enf—or it refers us to ** the wisdom of 
our glorious ancestors.’? So easily are the consciences of 
all satisied—and nobody suffers, but the wretches who are 
hanged for forgery,—and the public who are defrauded by 
forged notes: A correspondent,not satisfiedwtth these flimsy 
apologies, has made his little boy put the affair in another 
light :—he says, ** Ihave always considered the act of uny 
‘¢ man, or men, make him or them responsible. Ifa master 


© advise or order his servant to rob on the high-zay, surely 


** the servant would suffer and not the master. By the 
*¢ same reasoning, if a wicked ministry chose to advice or 
‘empower their servants to commit the like, in any shape, 
‘¢ who are the aggressors ? [ asked my little boy this 
** question, and tho young rogue pertly answered, § W hy 
‘¢ the servants to be sure, father. If you were to order me 
‘to rob an orchard, must I do it to the injury of another, 
** because you had a desire or power over me; and if the 
‘* owner caught me, would he punish you and let me escape > 
‘6 T think not father,’ ” 


SS 
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RIGHTS OF WOMEN. 


-__ —__---—_-- - 





SIR, 

{am a constant reader of your paper, and have often re. 
gretted you did not occasionally insert articles that might 
call the attention of our sex to a due sense of their own im. 
portance in the political world.  T think,’ Sir, we might be 
valuat:le auxtliaries ; or to speak more legitimately, valuable 
allies in the hallowed cause of rescuing our country from its 
present state of political degradation, If you will take the 
trouble of instructing us, you will, I believe, find us apt 
scholars. Wedo not wish to be fitted for orators, nor do 
we wish to claim a right to vote for representatives in the 
sreat council of the nation,—though one of the wisest of 
men has said we ought todo. We wish to be instructed in 
what way the ascendancy we possess, and wish to retain, 
over your sex, may be most beneficially exerted. The best 
works we have on education are lamentably deficient in the 
kind of information that might assist the mother in giving 
her children correct tdeas on the nature of civil and reli. 
cious liberty, and the rights of men generally, Ah! Mary 








j W olstoneraft! how much cacse have we to regret that thou 
: didst not take the advantage of thy friendship with Dr. 
Richard Price to give us a work on the duties of women, in 


the training up of their children. ‘Thy talents, aided by 
the judicieus counsels of that intrepid assertcr of the rights 
of his species, if properly employed, might have made us 
thy debtors to the latest posterity! tu a letter to your 
clerical friend, you have, Sir, taken the trouble of éroning 
uss and in a following number a correspondent flatters us. 
We do not wish for irony and flattery, we wish you to ad. 
dress our reason, We conceive that we discover in your 
writings generally much wit—sometimes cloquence, and we 
always feel the absence of those coarse meta; hors so often 
used by some political writers, We entreat that a small 
portion of your paper may be devoted to our service ; and 
we think the consciousness that our scx look to you for in. 
struction will sharpen your wit, and give additional clegance 
to your style: but while we wish to be pleased by the mane 
ner, tt is the malter to which we would principally attend. 
{ have spoken throughont this cpistle in the plural number, 
because there are many mothers who, like myself, wish to 
rear patriot sons, but who are, like me, Cestitute of that 
knowledge which it is requisite for them to possess, to 
enable them to fulfill that important duty, 
Tam, Sir, yours respectfully, 
An Oxp Frienp witn A New Face. 

MISS M. A. TOCKER. 
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Sir, 
On reading the witty remarks of your correspondent 


J. M. on the Rights of Women, in the last week’s Dwarf, 
A was Jed to hope that he would, for the honeur of his fellow 
fords of the creasion, have concluded his ingentous remarks 
with some substantial proposition for the benefit of that 
heroine, Mary Anne ‘Tocker, to whose case he but very ob- 
scurely and flippantly alluded. The observations of your 
: other correspondent, the Blac Dwarf, area lii(le more deter. 
i minate and useful; he recal!s to the recollection of the public 
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f what you so gencrously recommended in the Black Dwas' 
some weeks ago, that a subscription be iinmediately eom. 
menced, But unaccountable as it is, no farther notice js 
taken of it. During the last six and twenty years many 
have been prosecuted and sutiered for writing and publish. 
ing what was by the government catied libel; that it 
almost became a matter of course that to accuse was to con. 
vict. To prove the truth of what they had writien and 
published was not permitted, because, forsooth, the lawyers, 
down to the present day, onc afler another, have continued 
to repeat and tried to enforce the foolish doctrine which 
Lord Mansfield rashly, and without either law or justice, 
asserted from the Bench, upwards of fifty years ago, tliat, 
‘¢ The greater the truth, the greater the libel.” Subscrip. 
tions were, in those days and on those occasions, hustantly 
opened for their support and remuneration, ‘There was a 
right spirit manifested by good works, and I rejoiced in it, 
(observe that [am not an unexperienced giddy girl) but I 
am now much surprised when I view the apparent neglect of 
that same English Public, to the superior claim to which Miss 
Tocker has to their gratitude. In her excellent defence on 
her late trial she displayed uncommon courage and talents, 
and having truth and virtue for her sword and shicld, she 
compleatly exposed, and I hope for ever destroyed, that 
absurd and abominable doctrine that **truth is alibelo7>— 
Why is it? What is the cause of such indifference to the in. 
terest of Miss ‘Tocker? Is itbecause a female tyro, has en- 
croached upon the exclusive privileges of the gentlemen of 
the long robe?) Aye and advanced with success too, It is 
very true, I must confess, that a part of the British Public 
have been liberal in their praise of her; that, so far as it 
goes, is good; but there is more than that wanted, and ex. 
pected, something more substantial, than flecting applause. 
Well then, I have now Sir, the pleasure to inform you, and 
the friends of truth and justice, that a few ladies have con. 
sidered her peculiar situation, and are interesting themselves 
in her behalf—and as they see that their /ords and masters 
are so tardy, they have agreed to open a subscription im. 
mediately, and should this meet the eye of any of your 
} female readers, for no doubt you have many, it is hoped 
they will add their mite to such a laudable undertaking. 
I remain Sir, &c. 

Great Russel Street, MARIA SMITH. 
3rd Oct, 1818. 
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GUO WEAEEY 2 
From the Black Dwarf in England, to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 


Rejoice my friend tiere siillis hope, 
That certain folks miv gain arope 
Lament my frien: ! there still is fear, 
The happy hour is ned fou near ! 


I address thee with the most heartfelt gratitude to all the 
great folks, by whose compassion [ am still alive. This 
land is recovering fromits calamities. ‘the political pub. 
licisat hand. So says, Dr. Stop, and who will pronounce 
Or. Slop adeeelver 2?) No, sacred is the cause of the * New 
Times,” in whose ever-varying mirror falsehood is constantly 





presented to the view ! There is no deerpééen iv bim, He 
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tauds confessed io all the majesty of consistent folly. Ever 
ihe same, he never for a moment forgets himself into reason, 
nor betrays any shameful bias to the trath. None but 
himself can be his paraticl,’ whether he piously swears that 
Sidmouth is asain’, or hamaucly wishes all reformers at 
the devil! Last your his prospec tof very speedily losing his 

larv, made iim peevish and discontented, He expected 
adagger at every corner, and denounced ey ory manasa 
et pears ny Nae he had not seen at the treasury 5 or at 
[ am credibly infora.ed, that 
mi til het into the secrat of the sham plots by his patrons, he 
kept the Carving knife ouderbis pillow while hesleo€: faster. 
ing the door of his chamber with a fork; starved his barking 
ecurintoanzer, and tied bin in the passage to his reoin 
The set maid was posted as ccntinel over his wished- 
for breakfast; and the back.door was left ajar for es. 
cape in the failure of his multiplied means of defence, 
against the expected attack of Preston, at the head of the 
Spaeficids meeting, of horrific memory ; where half a pound 
of powder was provided for the destruction of the City of 
Londo but unfortunately deft behind in the preparation 
for attack, Atl these alarms have now subsided. The 
Doctor’s dvors are considered safe in the protection of the 
lame old watehman inthe street. ‘The carving utensils are 
no longe destined to anatomize jacobins—the cur is allow- 
ed tis heifpenny werth of meat per day—the servant to 
sleep aa hen ursiu the night; and the back-door is elused 
reguarly at dusk, lest some of the doctors imitators in low 
life, should ste ‘al from himwhat he only takes from the public, 
The Doctor is now happy—swears in peace—and lies, in 
good-huinour with all men. He bas discovered a secret, 
and is greatly rejciced. eis young again with transport 
for he is assured that his pension will be paid for another 
quarter! leap with Doctor Slop! Joha Bull! Be joyful 
with him: aud siug the praises of the system, that will en- 
sure him bread and cheese, without deserving it, another 
quarter! Yes, he is safe for another quarter! ‘he kettle 
will sing gratefully wntid Christmas! ‘The nice chop will 
broil most delightfully, wnded Chréstmas! Tear it, and be 
thank fal, John Bull!) ‘Phe revenue is guprov ed, is im. 


proving, and the Doctor’s pension will be paid neat guar. 
ler !* 


Thou art aware, my friend, that the yearly expenditure 
of this wealthy nation very far exceeds its resources. It 
has run a thousand millions in debt; and ought to collect 
nearly seventy millions yearly, to pay the interest of its 
debt, and the expences of its government, This it cannot 
do, by several millions, in this state of great prosperity ; 
xan it is now fain to “epee every year those millions that 
are deficient, to pay for the expences of the government, 
after paying ‘ol the interest of the debt, ia paper. As this 
keeps coutinually adding to the debt, of course, it heeps 
adding to the yearly occasion of borrowing more, and che 
pau pers who are paid for doing nothing ‘but w caring fine 
clothes and fine names, of whom the doctor is nef one, be- 
gan to find their salaries in danger: aud therefore it Was 


~~ 
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* . ; . 
The infumous story, that Dr. Slop will be paid. in advance for his 
Sopport of the system, we have reason to believe is acalum ‘ye bie 
really Coes trust the goveramenta whole quaiter ofa year. 
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admitted on all hands that the country was in very greaé 
distress. Not that it mattered any thing how the country 
fared, as an aggregate, <All the people might starve, or 
hang or drown, That was of no consequence Wi r 
England, thou koowest, is the land of freedom: Pachshmes 
are ficemenys andif they can fiad ropes they may hangs them- 
selves-—ii they can find water, they may drown theniscives-~ 
and they are at avy time, at perfect liberty to starve, vite 
out any temptation, or exhoriation, on the part of treit 
rulers, Nay theicr rulers are so very charitable that they 
wili sometimes condescend to starve, or haug Chem, at the 
cvpence of their neighbours, out of pure christian charitys 
aud religious good will, For there is not, even in the 
cabinet, one less moral than Mister Oliver, of good repute ; 


por fess religious than Mister Castles, of oath taking 
menry. But these charitable rulers began to fear 


lest the pockets of the people should be 


ys re remain nothing in the hands of the 
poor of which mouey might be made by the rich. 
The REVENUE began to rare. All was consternation 
and dismay. Ministers could not live upon air, though the 
poor were expected to imitate the cameleon, Those 
courtiers whe for years had done little besides cating choice 
‘ 
r 


for themselves, 
empty and the 
! 


( 
inns, aid drinking delicious wines, had obtained, as the 


{ 
ward of their pe thlic labour 8, very capa cious stomachs that 
> ti 


ime-piece to remind them of the hour of dinner ! 
implore the peop/e, to be 


wanted t 

flow very pathetically did they 
patécreé aud vesigned—to thank heaven cevoutly for its chas. 

—{9 fast and to pray, that their ralers might have 
wherewithal to eat, and to drink! Thea they § stormed, and 
threatened !—they swore that out of pure compassion lo 
thenisedves, Uiey must suppress the discontent, (meaning the 
Aunger) of the poor, and that the best means of satisfying the 
miserable, was by sending them to their great account witha 
the common Father of the whole! Poor Doctor Slop! tlow 
he raved, and prayed, and swore, and stamped! A Mo. 
hawk would have stayed his scalping huite to pity the Doc. 
tor’s wocful countenance, as the fear of not being paid for 
his meritorious services agitated and distorted a set of fea. 
tures, not very comely in the most pleasing condition, M y 
compassion was daily awakened, almost to sickness, only 
to read the cflects of his miserable state of mind. His ore 
tesque distortion of reason sometimes, indeed, provoked me 
toa profane exertion of my risible features—but FT checked 
the impious spirit within me, and said, sighing—whata pity! 
Nature intended him for a man! 

The scene is new changed. ‘The prospect brightens. 
The caterpillars who had “eaten the Jast leaf, and were 
afraid to try theie tender teeth on the trunk of the tree, 
have been relieved from their fears. ‘The revenur has i. 
proveps and, better still, the revenue is mMprovina! 
Hast thou ever scen, in thy youthful travels, the tumult of 
joy that fills an Eaylish work-house, when the overseer an. 
iounces an aduitioaal pint of beer among every four of 
them? Or apicce of beef, asa rarity, after diving many 
wecks upon teck porridg ro aud oatmeal broth?  ffast thou 
ever seen the crew of a vessel, driven almost to mutiny by 
unconquerable thirst, relieved by the fall of an abundant 
rain? If thou hast, thou mayest form some ideaof the 
transport that pervaded all the purlicus of St. James’s, 
wen the 


Wsement: 


cheerful tidings were first imparted, that the rere. 
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ave had improved! It was rare news for them. 
like an unexpected booty to a band of robbers. They 
danced and sung—the doctor almost dropped upon his knee, 
but remembering that it would be in vain to ‘* weary hea. 
veu with fruitless prayers,’? he contented himself with a si- 
lent curse, expressive of his happiness; and retiring to his 
chamber, slept for twenty minules, without dreaming of a 
blanketeer, or hearing any of the ghosts of the slaughtered 
frish, disturb by their groans the festivity of the Castle. 
Well, then, my friend, they are satisfied. ‘The revenue 
is improved—it goes on improving—and Dr. Slop will get 
his salary—perhaps improved also—for another quarter! 
He calls upon the nation to be thankful—and yet they 
will not, They do not see the advantage to the 
people, that Dr. Slop should have his salary. ‘They 
are truly blind to their own good—for is it not good for 
them, that Dr. Slop should have his wine and his meat 
daily, for abusing them ? Is it not good, for the people that 
the public plunderers of all descriptions should be enabled 
to live, by the encrease of the revenue 2? Oh silly people ! 
Do not you see the advantage of paying the enormous civil 
dist—for the improvements at Brighton, the idic establish. 
ment at Windsor, and the trifling salaries of all your oflictal 
servdnts? Is it not glorious for you to be told that you can 
almost raise as much as your servants can span in the course 
ofa year ? Are you not pleased, that you can give them 
almost as much as they want? Oh, silly people! Do you 
not see the necessity of making bonfires, and illuminating 
your houses, and being very thankful for Dr. Slop’s excel. 
lent advice. Stop, my good friends! be not in too great a 
ahurry. Instead of bonfires, and illuminations, give the 
moneyto Dr, Slop. You cannot yet pay up all your dues-- 
you do uot exactly make up the deficiencies ;—but be care. 
jul, work more, and eat less! When you can live upon two. 
pence a day, and work cizhteen hours out of the twenty. 
four, you will be ableto make up the full amount of what 
the Docter, and his patrons went—if you can only get any 
body to employ you, and pay you when you have done ! 

Yet some of these people grumble—absolutely grumble ! 
They say, they do not care for Dr. Slop! -They do not 
see the advantage to them, that Dr. Slop and his friends, 
should get their salaries. ‘They do not care what becomes 
of Dr. Slop!—no, nor what becomes of Dr. friends. 
They do not care whether the revenue improves or fails— 
for it makes no difference to them. It does not lighten 
their labours. It will not improve their condition. No 
burthen is taken off their shoulders by the load 
which Dr. Slop stows into his stomach. They are not 
refreshed ky the wine that Dr. Slop drinks ; and as they can 
get none, they do not care that the revenue is improved. 
Soine do vot want it (0 improve. It can only improve for 
the Denefit of the say they ; it had better grow 
worse, and then, perhaps, some of the gentlemen of Dr. 
Slop’s acquaintance would dectine serving us, as they call 
it, when we could pay them nothing for their services. Vhe 
splendid labours of the great men are all forgotten by these 
cromblers, The sacrifices made by the honourables, and 
the righ? honourables, are all overlooked ; and the offer of 
a gentleman to dake @ pension for the honour of the country, 
is regarded with as much contempt as the offer of the poor 
tclow who seeing a beker too heavily luaded, offered te 
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lighten his load by eating one of his loaves, if the baker 
would carry him on his back for his trouble! 
ever, my friend, very ungrateful for the improved means of 
the Doctor and all his friends. 
of the old aphorism—that fortune takes care of the fools and 
knaves of her own creation—while nature leaves the wise ts 
shift for themselves. 
to justify the confidence which nature has reposed in them, 
is the earnest prayer of thy friend and well-wisher, 


[am, how. 


Their advantage reminds me 


That the latter may exert themselves, 
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Coventry, Sept. 18, 18°38. JI.c. 


TO JEREMY BENTHAM. 


Bentham ! thou brightest, mightiest, purest sage! 
Who can peruse thy philosophic page, 

Sacred to truth, to freedom consecrate, 

Nor feel his teeming soul with joy dilate ? 

Joy, to behold the radiant forin of truth 

So fair discover’d: from disguise uncouth, 

Such as the sophist’s art around her throws, 
Entirely freed, Thy lucid works disclose 

The aspirations of a soul divine ; 

We trace delighted, in each breathing line, 

A migiity intellect, whose magic power 

Arrests the roving thought, and bids us tow’r, 

To reasons heights sublime, where judgment sways. 
The god like sceptre, and deliberate weighs ; 
Matters of high import. Thy piercing ken, 
Rescues the mind enthral’d, from error’s dew ; 
Shoots through the mental world, and dares to scan, 
The sacred rights, by nature giv’n to man, 

Thy dauntless pen,—spite of the oppressor’s frown, 
The tyrant’s threat, (for what the imperial crown 
Aud purple robe of kingly pride, to thee, ) 

These rights proclaims, and bids mankind be free, 
For me, I cise from thy exalted theme 

In reason re-invigorate, and deem 

Thy awful spirit doth my soul imbue 5 

Sach the bright traia of clear conceptions, through 
The pregnant brain that moves. At thy command, 
Long-hidden truths arise, and from thy hand, 
They flash conviction o’er the astonish’d soul, 
Who would not own with joy, the soft controul 
Of laws by reason fram’d, laws well-defin’d, 
Sanction'd by truth, sach as thy powerful mind, 
(Oh were mankind beneath its gentle sway, ) 
Suggested fortheir rule, But the bright day 

Of liberty unclouded, shall arise ; 

And as the glorious sun doth pierce the guise, 

Of thick embattled clouds before him driv’s, 
That dared to veil the smiling face of heaven, 
Soshallthy work, the day-star of Reform, 

Chase the dark gloom of ignorance, and form, 
The lighten’d seul with all the patriot’s fame, 
Her natural rights inalienate, to claim, 
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